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DOM GREGORY MURRAY

In parish churches it would seem desirable for the congregation to take an active part in the singing of Mass.
Hitherto efforts to encourage the practice have largely failed because it has been assumed that the plainsong
Masses of the Kyriale are within the capacity of unskilled singers. The simple fact is that these plainsong Masses
were never intended for congregational use; they were composed for highly trained choirs, and their worthy

performance demands long hours of practice and a vocal technique far beyond the powers of an ordinary con-
gregation. :

If our people are to sing at Mass, they must be provided with music which they can readily grasp, learn by
heart and sing with ease; music which presents no greater difficulty than an ordinary hymn-tune.

A PEOPLE’'S MASS is an attempt to supply this need.

In the Gloria it is suggested that the sections be sung antiphonally by choir and congregation: the choir singing
“ Et in terra, etc.,” the congregation replying with ** Laudamus, etc.,” and so alternately to the end. (Until the
congregation is familar with the music, it would be better for only two members of the choir to sing the choir

sections, the rest of the choir assisting the congregation). Similarly in the Credo, for which the popular traditional
melody has been retained.

The Kyrie, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus could be sung throughout by choir and congregation in unison.
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Death, O Lord, un - til you come a-gain.
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